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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 141039 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, US, CB, PDIP 

SUBJECT: LAO CHARGE DEPARTS ON MISSION 

1 . LAO CHARGE D'AFFAIRES SOMPHONG VANITSAVETH TOLD DEPART- 
MENT THAT HE IS LEAVING JUNE 16 FOR VIENTIANE "ON MISSION" 

AND HOPES TO RETURN IN ABOUT A MONTH OR A LITTLE BIT MORE. 

HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER WILL STAY IN WASHINGTON. 

2. BY NOTE THE EMBASSY HAS DESIGNATED BOUN OMME SOUTHICHAK, 

FIRST SECRETARY AT THE LAO UN MISSION. TO ASSUME CHARGE. 
VANITSAVETH SAID THAT THEY DESIGNATED BOUN OMME IN ORDER TO 
MAINTAIN THE LEVEL OF REPRESENTATION. HE NOTED THAT THE 
ONLY OTHER LAO OFFICER IN WASHINGTON IS AN ATTACHE. 

3. HE DID NOT SAY WHY HE IS RETURNING. WE SUGGESTED HE 
CALL AT THE EMBASSY. HE SPOKE WITH ENTHUSIASM ABOUT RENEW- 
ING HIS ACQUAINTANCE WITH EMBOFF CHAMBERLIN. 
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